Gulch Trail to Mesa View - The Bank
Direction to trailhead: Travel east on highway 50 to Orchard Ave.; then north 0.8 miles on Orchard to
High Street; then east on High St. 0.5 miles to Field Ave.; then north on Field Ave. 1.3 miles to Red Canyon
Road (CR9); then continue north of Red Canyon Road for about 13 miles to the Banks Recreation Area
entrance on the left, about 260 feet beyond the San Gulch Recreation Area entrance road and just
before Shelf Road begins. Take the first right and follow the road about 1.1 miles to the Banks day parking
area. Caution this road is steep and very rough i n places. 4WD or AWD are recommended. You will cross a
cattle guard at the entrance to the Bank recreational site. Restroom facilities are located to the right just
after you enter the recreational area. Informative signs about the recreational site and maps of the trails are
located on the left side. Continue on for about 0.3 miles until you reach the end of the road and the day
parking area on the left. The unmarked trail head is at the northwestern end of the parking area. Take the
unmarked dirt road (Road 5820) to your right to your right (Figure 1). You will return on the dirt road to your
left (Road 5825). About 8.3 miles one way from Canyon City.

Length of hike: 7.3 miles (round trip)
Beginning elevation: 6878 feet
Elevation change: 963 feet
Difficulty: Moderate
Description: The trail takes you along an old dirt road (5820) that parallels a gravel/stone stream bed
and the western side of a long mesa with steep d i s s e c t e d limestone cliffs (Figure2). These cliffs are
popular with rock climbers who have given them colorful names such as Dark Side, Gem Vault, The Wall,
Cactus Cliff and Spiny Ridge. You may see rock climbers scaling the high vertical walls of these cliffs. The
best time to see rock climbers is on weekends.
The first ½ mile of the trail is mostly downhill, then the trail starts a long uphill climb to the top of the mesa.
Two man-made caves are located on the left side of the road about 1 mile from the trail head (Figure 3). These
caves apparently were excavated for their purple sandstone, a very old rock formation that was created about 280
million years ago from the erosion of the ancestral rocky mountain range. The remains of an old windmill and a
livestock water tank are located on the right side of the road about 2 miles from the trail head or 1mile beyond the
Caves (Figure 4). About 0.2 miles beyond the windmill, the road splits. T5820G goes to the left (west). Stay to
the right and continue on road 5820 for ½ mile as it ascends the northern side of the mesa to another intersection.
Road 5820 then curves to the left (north) Continue to the right on Road 5820B as it curves to the southeast taking
you to the large grassy plateau on top of the mesa (Figure 5). Junipers and pinion pines are scattered over the
plateau and form an open border forest along the western edge of the mesa. These open grassy areas are a great
location to see wild flowers during the blooming season. A short distance beyond this intersection, road 5820B
turns to the left (east). Continue south (right) on T5820B. A short distance beyond this intersection T5820B
passes through a gate. A second gate is located about 1/10 th of a mile further down the trail. Go through this
second gate and continue for about 0.8 miles to the end of the trail. A short 400 foot walk to the eastern edge of
the mesa from anywhere along the top of the mesa provides magnificent views of the canyon below. If you walk
to the edge of the mesa from the end of the trail you can see the 2 man-made caves below.

Figure 1. Map of the Gulch to Mesa Overlook Trail

Figure 2. View of one of the climbing cliffs from the loop trail

Figure 3. Man-made caves along the loop trail

Figure 4. Wind mill and livestock tank

Figure 5. View from top of plateau

