Horse Thief Falls - Divide
Direction to trailhead: Take US 50 west for 10 miles to CO 9 (Figure 1). Turn right (north) onto
Colorado (CO) 9 then continue for 8.6 miles to County Road (CR) 11 (High Park Road). Drive 18.5 miles to
CR 1 then turn right onto CR 1 and continue to Cripple Creek. From Cripple Creek take CO 67 north for about
8.8 miles to the old sealed up tunnel (Figure 2). The trail head and parking areas are just to the south of the
boarded up tunnel (Figure 2) on the east side of the highway. About 60.2 miles one way.

Length of Hike: 3 miles one way
Beginning elevation: 9683 feet
Elevation gain: 630 feet
Difficulty: Easy
Description: From the trailhead the trail goes southeast up a 345 foot incline (Figure 3) that parallels the
highway (Figure 2). At the end of the ramp the trail makes a sharp curve to the north and continues for
500 feet where it turns east, following the marshy shoreline of Oil Creek (Figure 4). After 3/4th of a mile
from the trail head, the trail intersects another trail (WP1). This other trail goes north to the Horse Thief
Playground. The Horse Thief falls/Pancake Rocks trail continues east and after another 1/4th miles
intersects the Pan Cake Rocks trail which heads south (WP2). Continue east on the Horse Thief falls trail
for another ½ mile through a spruce forest to the water falls (Figure 5 ). As you reach the falls the trail
crosses a stream then climbs up a steep, rocky ascent on the northwest side of the falls (Figure 5). The
trail can be wet and slippery so caution is advised.

Figure 1. Map of Pancake Rocks and Horse Thief Falls Trails
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Figure 2. Closed Tunnel

Figure 3. Lower part of trail

Figure 4. Oil Creek

Figure 5. Horse Thief falls

