Sand Gulch to the Bank VIA Freeform Wall
Direction to trailhead: Travel east on US 50 to Orchard Ave.; then north 0.8 miles on Orchard to
High Street; then east on High St. 0.5 miles to Field Ave.; then north on Field Ave. 1.3 miles to Red Canyon
Road (County Road 9); then continue north on Red Canyon Road for about 11.3 miles to the Sand Gulch
access road on the left. Take the access road on the left for about 0.85 miles to the upper parking area
and stay to your right (Figure 1). The parking area is on the north-east side of the entry road. About 14.8
miles one way.

Length of hike: 4 miles (round trip)
Beginning elevation: 6453 feet
Elevation gain: About 338 feet
Difficulty: Overall easy but with some steep and slippery slopes
Description: From the trail head, the trail curves to the west and then goes up the southern end of
Freeform Wall, wrapping around to the western side of this mesa (Figure 2). The elevation gain is about
170 feet when you reach the base of the cliff after a hiking distance of about 0.2 miles. The views are
magnificent to the south (Figure 3) and south-west (Figure 4). Continue on the trail as it hugs the base of
the climbing wall. If you look up at the wall in some places you will see pitons driven in cracks i n the rock
by climbers. If you are lucky you will see climbers climbing this wall or Contest Wall directly across the
ravine. The last about 500 feet of the trail descends down into Sand Gulch. Sections of this descent a r e
steep and slippery. There is a wooden sign at the bottom of the trail indicating the entrance to the Freeform
Wall Trail is to the east, the way you just came, and the entrance to the Contest Wall Trail is to the west
(WP1). Head north along Sand Gulch. At times you need to climb over o r a r o u n d l a r g e boulders (Figure
3). Look for horse trails going around some of these obstacles. On the upper part of this trail, the long cliff
face of The Bank dominates the view to the north. When you reach the northern end of this trail it splits (WP2).
The western side of the “Y” intersection continues west along Sand Gulch paralleling the Bank. The right side
takes you up a steep and curvy trail to the top of the Bank and the road.
You can return to the trail head and parking area by returning the way you came. Or, you can return via the
Contest Wall, directly across from the Freeform Wall. Return about 1.58 miles until you reach the wooden
sign indicating the Contest Wall is to the west (WP1). The entrance to this trail is not as evident as the
Freeform Trail entrance. It is a few feet north of the sign. Just look carefully and you will see i t. This trail
has a fairly steep climb up to the base of the climbing wall. The first a b o u t 6 4 0 f e e t continues to
increase in elevation. It then begins to descend down into Sand Gulch. The last 370 feet are quite steep and
slippery. Part of this l a t t e r section of trail has been modified with railroad tie sections, making it easier
and safer to descend. You have nice views of Freeform Wall across and gulch and views down into the
gulch. Since this trail ends at the bottom of the gulch you don’t have the magnificent views to the south, but
it is a nice trail and adds another dimension to the hike. When you reach Sand Gulch, follow it south until
you reach the wooden sign indicating the trail continues to the east, out of Sand Gulch (WP3). The climb out
of the gulch is steep but again railroad tie sections have been added to the trail to make the ascent easier
and safer. Continue to the end of the trail at the upper campground close to the chemical toilet. From there,
just follow the entrance road back to your car. Returning back by the Contest Wall Trail reduces the length
of the hike by about 370 feet.
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