T5827A - Wilson Creek to Thompson Mountain Peak - Deer Haven
Direction to trailhead: Take US 50 west to Colorado (CO) 9. Turn right (north) onto CO 9

then continue to County Road (CR) 11 (High Park Road). Turn right onto CR 11 and continue for
about 5.2 miles to CR 69. Turn right onto CR 69 and proceed Turn right on CR 69 and continue for about 3.3
miles to Park Road 5827 on your right. There is a parking area just after you turn off CR 69 or you can continue
on road 5827 for a rough but drivable 0.2 miles to the Wilson Creek Trail head (5827A). About 37.4 miles one
way from Canon City.

Length of hike: 5.5 miles (round trip)
Beginning elevation: 7686 feet
Elevation change: 875 feet
Difficulty: Moderate
Description: From the trail head, hike west for about 0.4 miles to where the trail forks with a wooden
sign indicating the Wilson Creek Trail is the left or west fork (Figure 1). The next 0.55 miles of the trail
takes you southwest running parallel to a ravine on the south side. The trail is relatively open with
stands of pinion pines and scrub oaks along the sides of the trail and ponderosa pines and white fir
scattered above on the upper slopes of the ravine. The next 0.46 miles of the trail travels west, ascending
a ridge with several switchbacks along the way. An old collapsed metal building is located on the south
side of the trail approximately 0.64 miles from the wooden sign (Figure 2). This section has several open
areas of scrub oaks and mountain mahogany thickets. Ponderosa pines and white firs are the dominant
trees. There are great views with great vistas to the south and north, including Pikes Peak (Figure 3).
There is a metal trail sign located about 0.7 miles from the wooden trail sign below. Two more metal
signs are located further up the trail. This section of trail is maintained by the rocky Mountain
Backcountry Horsemen. It is wider and contains a lot of tree debris. Ponderosa pines and white firs are
the dominant trees, although thickets of scrub oak and mountain mahoganies have filled in the open areas.
The trail continues to ascend ending at a barbed wire fence. If the fence is flattened to the ground walk
over it and continue hiking southeast toward Thompson Mountain peak. Otherwise walk about 30 feet to
the north along the fence to where there is a gate. Go through the gate closing it after you pass through,
then continue hiking southeast toward Thompson Mountain Peak. (The gate is located across a short
section of the old singletrack trail.)
About 0.23 miles after you have past the fence, the trail drops down into a shallow gulch. If you look to
your left (south) you should see an old wooden sign located at a tee intersection (WP1). The sign
indicates the trail to Thomson Mountain continues ahead to the southeast. Another trail, the water tank
trail, goes to the south. From here you will see the rocky outcropping of Thompson Mountain peak above
and to the north of the trail (Figure 4). The peak is located at the north end of a long ridge that runs
approximately north to south. This is the end of the trail. Return the way you came to the trail head and
parking area for a total round trip hiking distance of about 4 .2 miles.

You may also want to hike down the Water Tank trail. If so, follow the trail south for 0.71 miles until it
reaches the old water tank. The upper part of this trail is obscure in some places as it curves east along the
top of a ridge. It travels through an open meadow, past an intermittent pond then turns south as it
descends down a steep, rocky slope to the bottom of a ravine. The views of the mountains from top part
of this ascent are spectacular. Once you reach the bottom of the ravine and the water tank, return the way
you came to the trail head and parking area for a total hiking distance of about 5 .6 miles.

Figure 1. Wilson Creek Trail (T5827A)

Figure 2. Old Metal Building

Figure 3. View of Trail

Figure 4. View of Thompson Peak

